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Bad Aussee – Musical collection and 
Performance practice in the 18th and 19th centuries 

 

There is a musical treasure in the Diocesan Archive of Graz, which is to be made 
available to musical posterity. In 605 manuscripts of sacred and secular compositions 
from the late baroque to the early romantic period we find examples of the work of the 
so-called “Austrian minor masters” in originals and copies. 

In order to make these works available for comparative musicology and for modern 
editions, they have to be put into a practical catalog that is very well structured in terms 
of content, as it is based on the archive number, which cannot be changed, but at the 
same time should be sorted thematically. It will be useful to distinguish between the 
mass compositions and the works for the daytime liturgy, the word-bound proprium 
arrangements, the masses for requiem and the secular interludes. 

How can we give the user a good insight into the available music? The catalog should 
contain everything that can be objectified: 

Manuscript number, composer, title of the composition, scoring, incipit of all individual 
sentences with sentence names, precise details of the notes on the cover. 

Research should be carried out on the handwriting comparison, the quality of the paper 
and watermarks and the notes on the cover sheet, which will answer our questions 
about performance practice in Bad Aussee. Especially the question words: how, why, 
how often and for whom seem to be of particular interest. 

In the course of processing the archive, the physical music body must also be 
maintained. At the same time, around 10 percent of the loose sheets are assigned, thus 
completing incomplete works. 

In the modern edition of some outstanding and previously unpublished works, an insight 
into the scope of the processing of this inventory can be given and the musical image of 
the extensive church music of Austria from this time is condensed in appropriately 
recorded sound documents. 


