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Dario Poljak completed his masters degree in musicology, as well as in harpsichord at the 
Academy of Music in Zagreb. Dario’s interest in 17th and 18th century music is exemplified in two 
ways—scientifically through musicology and practically through harpsichord. In addition, he has 
performed with various ensembles, and his first musicological paper on historically informed 
performance was published in the journal Arti Musices. 

His research interests are in historically informed performance of baroque and classical music, 
through the prism of performance studies. He is currently a doctoral student at the University of 
Music and Performing Arts in Graz, where he is writing his doctoral thesis entitled Historically 
informed performance practice and 17th century Venetian operas – How might the operas of Francesco 
Cavalli be performed today? In addition, he has been intensively researching Croatian music of 
the early baroque period through the opuses of Tomaso Cecchini and Francesco Sponga Usper, 
and prepared and published collections of their works as critical editions for the Croatian Music 
Information Centre. In 2020, he has participated in recording the album The Heaven and Earth of 
Tomaso Cecchini with Croatian Radiotelevision Choir, both as a continuo player and 
musicologist, writing an essay in the accompanying CD booklet. 

Since 2013 he has been working as an external associate for Channel Three of Croatian Radio 
(HR 3), where he is the author, host, and critic of a number of shows (Poslije zvuka, Subotnja 
matineja, Opera na Trećem, Sedam dana glazbe, Osvit mnogoglasja) and has made a number of 
radio documentaries for the show Oda-birano. 

He spent the 2016/2017 academic year at the Geneva University of Music (Haute école de 
musique de Genève) as the only student from the Zagreb Academy of Music. He attended the 
Maestro al cembalo program under the tutelage of Leonardo García Alarcón. There he had the 
opportunity to participate in numerous projects, such as performing cantatas of Johann Sebastian 
Bach with the Baroque Orchestra of the Geneva University of Music, and participating in the 
performance of the oratorio Israel in Egypt by George Friederic Handel with students from 
Lausanne and Basel universities and the Schola Cantorum Basiliensis, which was performed in 
Lausanne, Fribourg, and Basel. 

He attended several international early music seminars, and in 2016 he received a scholarship 
for Baroque Week in the United Kingdom. He was an assistant at the International Summer 
School for Baroque Music and Dance, Aestas Musica, in Varaždin in 2014. 

Since 2020, Dario has been a teaching assistant at the Zagreb Academy of Music’s Department 
of Musicology. Also, he is teaching theoretical subjects at the Ferdo Livadić Music School in 
Samobor.  

He is fluent in English and Italian, and basic French. 


