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The role and significance of Austro-Hungarian musicians in the 
development of the music culture in the region of Bosanska Krajina 
(Bosnia and Herzegovina) in the period from 1878 -1918 

Cultural blossoming in Bosnia and Herzegovina 



Monarchy administration  in Bosnia and Herzegovina  
 
•After a decision of Berlin Congress (1878), Austro-Hungary was granted the 
right to territorial administration of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
•Benjamin von Kállay, Joint Finance minister- promising diplomat with clear 
political visions for B＆H 
 

•Kállay’s political vision of B＆H: based on social,  welfare, economic and 
cultural  transformation 
•Cultural politic and cultural mission - important part of the strategy 
    (establishment of a press/ newspapers, schools; foundation of      
    educational, scientific and cultural institutions; etc.) 
 



 
 Aspects of musical activity: 
 
• Composing in B＆H (Bosanska Krajina region) 
• Military orchestras 
• Singing societies  
• Music education (music schools, music in schools, etc.) 
• Musical life in general (ensambles, concerts, 

performances) 
 
 

 



 
 

• First composers: 
    - Who were they? 
    - What did they compose (forms, style)? 
    - The reception of their work? 
 
• Other (later) composers  
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Composing in the region of Bosanska Krajina 
 

• First concert of classical music  
    in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
    (31. May 1881, Banja Luka) 
 
 

Bosansko Hercegovacke Novine, 2nd June 1881, review of a concert 



Local newspapers 
review of the first 
concert of classical 
music held 31st May 
1881 in Banja Luka. 
 Positive reviews and 
praise for Milena 
Mrazovic's piano 
playing. 
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Bosansko Hercegovacke Novine, 2nd June 1881, review of a concert 



Composing in the region of Bosanska Krajina 

Concert musicians: 
 
- 78. Infantry Regiment's   
  Military Orchestra 
- Milena Mrazovic - piano 
- J. Vidic - recital 
- First lieutenant Woda - bariton 
- Sagner -  voice 
- Dr. Unterlugauer - voice 
- Steinmez - voice 
 
 
 

 

Concert program: 
 
- Mendelssohn, Wedding march  
  (78.Regiment's Orchestra) 
- R.Wagner, Rienzi Overture,  
  for piano 4 hands (Mrazovic, Woda) 
- J.D. Alard, Faust Fantasie for 4 voices 
  (Steinmez, Dr. Unterlugauer,  Sagner, Woda) 
- F.Liszt, Reminiscences de Lucia di Lammermoor 
  (Mrazovic) 
- Recital (Vidic) 
- E.Šrutek, Suve suze, Song with quartet 
  (Woda) 
- C. Czerny, Concerto for Piano Four- Hands and  
  Orchestra Op.153 (Mrazovic, Woda) 
 



- First woman journalist in B＆H 
- First woman editor and publisher of    
  the Bosnische Post newspaper 
- Correspondent of the Telegraph   
  Correspondence Bureau in Vienna 
- Editor of the Austrian radio;collaborated  
  with almost all newspapers published in the  
  German language 
- Reichspost current corresponder under a  
  pseudonym 'Milan' 
- Since 1889 first woman - member of    
  Anthropological Society of the Austro-    
  Hungarian Monarchy in Vienna 
 
 
 

Milena Mrazovic Preindlsberger 
        (Bjelovar 1863 - Vienna 1927) 
 



- Published several books about B＆H life,  
  about the position of women in the society,   
  the town and the village at that time  
  (Selam 1893, Bosnisches Skizzenbuch 1900;  
  Bosnische Volksmäerchen 1905;  
  Grabesfenster 1906; Bosnische Ostbahn  
  1908; Bosnisches Skizzenbuch 1909; etc.) 
- Her books were translated to other laguages   
  (english, russian) 
- one of the founders of The National Museum  
  Sarajevo ( Bosnisch-Hercegovinisches  
  Landesmuseum) in 1888. 
 
 
 

Milena Mrazovic Preindlsberger 
        (Bjelovar 1863 - Vienna 1927) 



- educated in Budapest 
- piano player and first woman composer 
- composed small piano forms 
- her compositions are the earliest  
  compositional pieces in B＆H: 
- Württemberg Marsch op. 10 (1879–1882) of    
  Wilhelm Herzog von Württemberg, military   
  general, published in Doblinger edition,   
  Vienna. 
- Osmanische Mazurka op. 11 and Bosnia.   
  Polka Françaize, published 1882 in Jos. Eberl  
  edition in Vienna. 
 
 

Milena Mrazovic Preindlsberger 
        (Bjelovar 1863 - Vienna 1927) 
 



 
-Very active in organisation   
 of concerts and cultural  
 events in B＆H 
- Active in musical life as   
 pianist, composer,   
 organiser, sponsor 
 

Milena Mrazovic Preindlsberger 
         
 



Austro - Hungarian press about her death: 
 
- Salzburger Chronik, 22nd January 1927 
- Reichspost, 23rd January 1927 
- Reichspost, 25th January 1927 
- Wiener Salonblatt, 6th February 1927 
- Reichspost, 13th February 1927 
 

Milena Mrazovic Preindlsberger 
         



 
- educated at Prague Conservatory 
- lives and works in Banja Luka (Bosanska Krajina)     
  from 1900 -  1905; 1914 - 1915.  
- the most significant person in the development    
  of the musical life of Banja Luka and the region 
- very active as conductor, music teacher, concert  
  organizer, composer, accompanist.  
- establishes the first school of music in 1902. 
- since 1905 - 1914; 1915 - 1938 lives in Sarajevo 
 

Frantisek Matĕjovskỳ 
(Nehanice, Czech 1871–Sarajevo, 1938) 

         



 
- In 1914, returnes to Banja Luka; with his wife, Mara Matejovsky workes 
very actively in the development of the musical life; reopens musical school, 
organizes many concerts, conducts,  
plays and composes. 
 
Conductor of Croation Singing society Nada, Banjaluka; Serbian Singing 
society Sloga, Sarajevo; founder of many other singing societies (Muslim 
Singing society Fadilet, Banjaluka 1909, etc.) 
 
After 1918. active in Sarajevo as kapellmeister, opera conductor, composer. 
Died in Sarajevo in 1938. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frantisek Matĕjovskỳ 
 

         



Matejovsky's legacy is in Historical Archive Sarajevo  
(16 boxes, uncomplete and unsorted) 
- Matejovsky composed around 130 compositions of the various   
  forms: vocal music, instrumental music, vocal-instrumental   
  music, chamber music, music for theatre, solo songs,    
  choir compositions, church music, many arrangements of folk   
  and other songs, etc. 
 
His music is in a late-Romantic style of a kind present in South Slavic 
countries in the early 20th century with often use of   traditional folk 
elements of the different nations of Bosnia and Herzegovina, creating  so-
called 'national style'.  
Most of his compositions were never published and/or  recorded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frantisek Matĕjovskỳ 
 

        



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frantisek Matĕjovskỳ 
         

Kyrie for mixed choir and organ, manuscript 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frantisek Matĕjovskỳ 
         

II Rukovet for mixed choir and orchestra, based on folk themes 



Plevna Marche for orchestra  

Frantisek Matĕjovskỳ 
         



 
 
 
 
 

Frantisek Matĕjovskỳ 
         

 
''...Franjo Matejovsky's compositions,  by its technical and professional characteristics, 
undoubtedly exceed the average, especially the average of his time and cultural 
circumstances that were then ruled by these regions. He was talented, he was educated, ... 
but his compositional work was the result of a necessary compromise, caused by the 
circumstances in which he always had oscillated between the taste and the needs/demands of 
the environment,... as well as the possibilities of the performers and ensembles for which he 
wrote.'' (Z.Verunica, 1996: 25) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Other composers active in Bosanska Krajina region 
         

Mara, born Hornunz Matĕjovskỳ 
  
- educated at the conservatory 
- pianist, singer, accompanist, music teacher and composer 
- as František Matějovský wife - very active in all aspects of the musical life in    
  Banja Luka and Sarajevo. 
 
- composed pieces for the piano, solo songs, transcriptions and arrangements    
  on traditional folk themes. 
  Her manuscripts (uncomplete) are, as part of the legacy of her husband Franjo     
  Matějovský, in Historical Archive Sarajevo.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

         
    Mara, born Hornunz Matĕjovskỳ  

 

Otkud tebi, lepa Maro, folk song  



 
 
 
 
 

Other composers active in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
         

  
There are several composers active in the B＆H region, indirectly or directly 
connected to Bosanska Krajina region through the contacts, cooperation and 
activities of various singing societies: 
 
Aleksa Šantic (Mostar, B＆H 1868 - Mostar 1924) 
Bogomir Kačerovskỳ (Litomyšl, Czech 1873 - Zagreb, Croatia 1945) 
Šandor Bosiljevac (Karlovac, Croatia 1860 - Hvar, Croatia 1918)  
 
There are also several composers of church music, Franciscan church priests: 
Fra Sebastijan Franković (Dubrovnik, Croatia 1800  - Ivanjska by Banja Luka 
1864) 
Stjepan Hadrović (Vrhovac, Croatia 1863 - Pale by Sarajevo 1934) 



 
 
 
 
 

Composers after 1918 active in Bosanska Krajina 
region 

         
  

Period between the two world wars was very active in compositional as well as 
musical life in general in the Bosanska Krajina region. 
 
Most of musicians and composers were Czech musicians: 
 
Jaroslav Plecity (Kladno, Czech 1910 - Banja Luka 1961) 
Josip Majer (Horosedla, Czech 1888 - Sarajevo 1965) 
Josip Jiranek (Prag, Czech ? - Vinkovci, Croatia 1943) 
Vlado Milosevic (Banja Luka 1910 - Banja Luka 1990), etc. 
 



Composing in the region of Bosanska Krajina 

 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 
Compositional activity in Bosnia and Herzegovina until the middle of 
the 20th century was occasional and non-systematic due to the lack of 
cultural and educational institutions and professionally educated 
domestic musicians. Therefore, foreign musicians, mostly czechs, had 
a significant role as composers.  
Professionally educated, they acted on the ground of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, thus represent e d  the beginning of a national 
compositional style expressed in a combination of "western" education 
and local, folklore inspiration.  
 



Bibliography: 
 

1.1. Archives, museums, library 
 
 -Sarajevo Historical Archives (HAS) 
 (Archival fund Franjo Matejovsky, HAS sign. O-FM-18) 
- Archive of Republic of Srpska  
- Musiem of Bosanska Krajina (Archival fund Vlado S. Milošević) 
- Folks and University library of Republic of Srpska 
 
1.2. Monographs, Journals, Newspapers 
 
- Bosanska vila, different years  
- Sarajevski list, different years  
- Naš život 1906, 1907 
- Antologija klavirske muzike u Bosni i Hercegovini, Muzička akademija Sarajevo,   
  2016  
- ANNO - AustriaN Newspapers Online 

 
 



Bibliography: 
 

1.3. Published books 
 - Besarović, Risto, Iz kulturnog života u Sarajevu pod austrougarskom upravom,   
    Veselin Masleša, 1974. [Besarović, Risto. (1974) From the Cultural Life in Sarajevo during     
    Austro Hungarian administration period] 
 
 - Besarović, Risto, Iz kulturne i političke istorije Bosne i Hercegovine, Svjetlost,   
   Sarajevo, 1966. [Besarović, Risto. (1966) From the Cultural and Political History of Bosnia  
   and Herzegovina] 
 
- Čavlović Ivan, Historija muzike u Bosni i Hercegovini, Sarajevo, Muzička akademija 2011    
  [Cavlovic, Ivan.(2011) The History of Music of  Bosnia and Herzegovina] 
 
- Hadžić, Fatima, Uloga i značaj Čeha u razvoju muzičke kulture u Bosni i Hercegovini,  
  magistarski rad, mentor: Ivan Čavlović, Sarajevo, Muzička akademija u Sarajevu, 2009  
  [Hadžić, Fatima. (2009) The role and significance of the Czech musicians in the development   
  of the musical culture in Bosnia and Herzegovina] 
 
- Hodžić, Refik, Muzički život u sjeverozapadnoj Bosni od 1878 - 1992, Doctoral disertation,   
  Mentor: Prof. Dr Ivan Čavlović, Muzička akademija Sarajevo, 2002. [Hodzic, Refik. (2002)   
  Musical Life in Northwestern Bosnia 1878 - 1992] 
 
- Mikić, Djordje, Banja Luka, Kultura gradjanskog društva, Institut za istoriju, Banja Luka, 2004.        
  [Mikić, Djordje. (2004) Banja Luka, The Culture of the Civil Society] 
 
 
 



Bibliography: 
 

1.3. Published books 
- Paćuka, Lana, Muzički život u Sarajevu u periodu Austro - Ugarske uprave (1878 - 1918),  
  Doctoral disertation, Mentor: Prof. Dr Ivan Čavlović, Muzička akademija Sarajevo, 2002.    
  [Pacuka, Lana. (2002) Musical Life in Sarajevo in the period of Austro Hungarian    
  administration (1878 - 1918)] 
 
- Vujković, Sarita, U građanskom ogledalu. Identiteti žena bosanskohercegovačke građanske  
  kulture 1878 – 1941, Banja Luka: Atlantik BB, 2009. [Vujković, Sarita. (2009) In a Civic Mirror.  
  Female Identities in Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Civic Culture 1878 - 1941] 
 
1.3.2. Published articles 
 
- Hadzić, Fatima, The Musical Migration, Czech Musicians in Sarajevo, Musical Migrations:  
  Crossroads of European Musical Diversity, Studia Musicologica Labacencia, Festival    
  Ljubljana, 2017 
 
- Kučukalić, Zijo, Franjo Maćejovski, Zvuk, vol. 64, 1966, 463 -7 [Franjo Matejovsky]  
 
- Paćuka, Lana, From “Baggage Culture” to Universally Accepted Cultural Commitment: the  
  case of the musical life of Austro-Hungarian Sarajevo, Musical Migrations: Crossroads of  
  European Musical Diversity, Studia Musicologica Labacencia, Festival Ljubljana, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 



Bibliography: 
 1.3.2. Published articles 

- Paćuka, Lana, Aspects of Slovenian musicians’ activity in the musical life of Austro- 
  Hungarian Sarajevo (1878–1918), Musicological Annual LII/1 , Ljubljana, 2016 
 
- Paćuka, Lana, Reception of Stevan Stojanović Mokranjac’s composing creativity in the    
  musical life of Bosnia and Herzegovina: Austro-Hungarian period, Musicological Annual LII/1 ,  
  Ljubljana, 2014 
 
 - Verunica, Zdravko, Franjo Maćejovski - “Bosanski Mokranjac’’, Muzika   I, 1997,    
  15 - 27  [ Frantisek Matejovsky - ‘’Bosnian Mokranjac’’] 
 
- Šajinović, Dragan, Muzički zivot u Banjoj Luci od Austro Ugarske okupacije do drugog   
  svjetskog rata (1878 - 1941), Banja Luka, Glas, 1983 [ Musical life in Banja Luka in the  
  period from Austro Hungarian administrative until the Second World War (1878 - 1941)] 
 
1.4. Internet 
https://www.musiklexikon.ac.at/ml/musik_B/Bosnien-Herzegowina.xml (visited 15.05.2018) 
http://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic/view/10.1093/gmo/ (visited 14.05.2018) 
http://stav.ba/milena-mrazovic-preindlsberger-prva-novinarka-u-bih/ (visited 02.03.2017) 
http://www.media.ba/bs/magazin-novinarstvo/milena-mrazovic-prva-bh-novinarka-i-slavna-bosanska-
spisateljica (08.05.2018.) 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Congress-of-Berlin  
(visited 05.05.2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
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