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Information: Curriculum PhD Studies at the KUG: 
§ 5 Dissertation 
(1) The dissertation is to be written independently. In the fields of study named in §3(3a–e), co-authorship is not allowed. In the 
fields of study named in §3(3 f and g), where teamwork is permissible, the individual contribution of the candidate must be clearly 
evident. Only this contribution will be assessed. 
(2) Cumulative dissertations are only permitted in the fields of study specified above in §3(3 f [special field IGP] and g). In this case 
the thematic correlation of the parts must be made clear with an appropriate introduction and summary. 
(3) Dissertations may be submitted in German or English. 
(4) At least five bound copies of the completed dissertation, plus a copy in digital format, must be submitted to the Vice Rector for 
Studies and Teaching. 
(5) Publishing parts of the dissertation before it is submitted is allowed. In the fields of study named in §3(3 f [special field IGP] and 
g), the supervisor may require that the submitted dissertation be published already in whole or in part, or that an agreement for its 
publication be acknowledged – when possible in professional journals that are peer-reviewed. 
(6) Publication of the accepted dissertation is obligatory. At least one deposit copy each will be given to the Austrian National Library, 
the university library and the relevant institute library or specialist library. The digital version will also be made available via the KUG 
website in a form that does not infringe copyright. This will satisfy the obligation of publication. 
 
§ 6 Assessment Reports 
(1) The dissertation will be evaluated by means of two reports, one of which will usually be prepared by the supervisor. The second 
will usually be  repared by an external examiner. 
(2) The Vice Rector for Studies and Teaching is responsible for choosing the examiners and must do so at least one year before the 
dissertation is due to be submitted. 
(3) As a rule, examiners are to be chosen from the persons named in §3(2). 
(4) A draft version of the dissertation should be submitted to the external examiner for comment at least three months before the 
student submits the final version of the dissertation. 
(5) The assessment period is 4 months. 
(6) The examiners’ reports must be made available to the candidate in good time before the rigorosum. 
(7) The dissertation will be graded: “very good” (1); “good” (2); “satisfactory” (3); “sufficient” (4); or “not sufficient” (5). If the 
examiners award the dissertation different grades, the arithmetic mean of the grades will be calculated and the result will be 
rounded to a whole grade. Results with a number greater than 5 after the decimal point will be rounded up. If one of the two 
examiners fails the dissertation, the Vice Rector for Studies and Teaching must consult a third examiner. If the latter also fails the 
dissertation, the thesis must be rejected. If the third report is positive, the arithmetic mean of all three grades must be calculated 
and the result must be rounded to a whole grade. Again, results with a number greater than 5 after the decimal point will be 
rounded up. 
 
 


